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Shift and Fade: Ecstatic Art
Adventures at BLAM
Posted on October 21, 2016 by Diversions LA

Above, curators Dani Dodge and Alanna Marcelletti

BLAM is always the place to be for edgy, interesting work, and that is certainly
the case with the current exhibition, where the artists works are clearly their
passion, filled with creative intensity palpable to viewers the moment they
enter the gallery space.

Shift and Fade, the latest exhibition at the always fascinating BLAM – Brooklyn
Los Angeles Meet space in DTLA is a vibrant mix of large-scale installations
and 21 small sculptures. One of the most fascinating aspects of the exhibit is
the fact that quite a few of the artists participating with sculptural works have
worked in 2 dimensions only previously.

Above, artist Tom Dunn with a piece from his series based on a fascination
with film memorabilia. The piece is titled Margot Robbie Panties Infused Vodka.

The dimensional aspects are certainly not the only part of this absorbing show
that merits consideration: curated by Dani Dodge and Alanna Marcelletti, the
artists here were encouraged to use their works as emblematic of their
personal identities.

Erika Lizee dazzles with a 12 foot site-specific sculpture that is partially
created on the gallery’s wall space; Fran Siegel’s woven drawings fill the back
room,  Hugo Heredia Barrera works with a dazzling display of fused glass and
wire. Using unusual materials and common ones, the artists present a
cumulative exhibition on identity and the way in which such identity shifts
with time and in the process of creation.  

Everywhere one looks, there is a different, glowing piece.

Hugo Heredia Barrera says he has worked in glass for over 25 years. “My idea is
to exploit glass in very different ways fusing with wire cable. I untwist the
wires and fuse them between glass inseide a furnace, shape it, drop it on the
ground and hammer it. This piece is from a series called Floating Souls. I work
in light and shapes.” The artist notes that whenever he is asked to do an
installation he visits the space and plays with the idea of light and shape. “I
hung this piece from the ceiling beam here, if I had other beams I would have
expanded it differently for the space.” Heredia Barrera created his art form
initially accidentally when a piece did not turn out as it had planned and he
threw it in the dumpster, it fell and broke. That fortuitous accident led to the
creation of his unique artworks now.

Alison Woods also hangs her work here from the rafters. “I’m really a painter,
but Dani carried me into the show and said I had to make a three dimensional
sculpture. It’s the Greek goddess Ares, the goddess of discord, and element
from a painting. I used paper mache and acrylic paint. It seemed like
something I could do, remembered from my childhood and lightweight enough
to paint and hang from the ceiling.”

Kristine Schomaker cut up eighteen years worth of paintings using a box cutter
to create her rich and evocative stacked work. The act of cutting and altering
past works is something of a overall transition for the artist. “The paintings
here were cut to be 12 x 12. My work lately has been about reconstructing
beauty,  so I wanted to approach the cutting here almost like plastic surgery,
 reconstructing something that was beautiful before I started.”

Erika Lizee painted the blue portion of her stunning sculpture in her studio, on
clear artist-grade acetate. The grey portion was painted directly on the wall at
BLAM. “It took two days. I start with a big drawing and cut the acetate into
dual shapes,” she relates.  Titled “Seed of Life,” the piece “ties into sacred
geometry…representing the time before you’re born and the tangible versus
unintelligible, what happens to us before birth or after death.”  The piece
appears to go inside the wall, a physical manifestation of the mysteries she is
presenting thematically in this unique and beautiful piece.

Fran Siegel created her works entirely of paper. “They are all about locations
and reconfiguring drawing as a way to take things apart and put it back
together. There are a variety of perspectives and moods. All three pieces were
created based on three different continents, with different vantage points and
reconstructions.”

Alex Kritselis created a gorgeous video piece. The diminutive work is hardly
small in scope, revealing the image of a snake in the roots of a tree with a
“video image manipulated to look like a line drawing. Originally the video used
was a close up of a filmed snake pit,” the artist explains. The piece is
evocatively titled “Before the Descent. ” A revelatory piece.

Steven Wolkoff wrote a word – message – in acrylic paint and placed it inside
a glass bottle. “It’s like putting a miniature ship in a a bottle, the word is a little
bigger than the opening but it bends, requiring some time and patient. It needs
to be wet enough to bend but not too wet.”
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NOMAD Traverses Realms
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World traversing installation by Shelly Heffler

The spectacular NOMAD art exhibition, which ran the weekend of August 28th
and 29th at Del Amo Crossroads, a former medical center building in Torrance,
was a site-specific series of installations, paintings, photography, drawings,
mixed media, sculptures, and just plain fun.

There is so much to mention – and so many photographs – that I cannot
include them all, but this show is a fantastic example of art as a community, as
an exciting, vibrant, welcoming, innovative experience. Masked and thrilled,
artists and attendees enjoyed each others company, introduced new works,
riveted viewers with performance, and offered pretty much everything that
makes up passionate, talented art in Los Angeles.

Described as a two-day pop-up event to for artists “designed to reforge our
connections to each other and our audiences,” over 500 artists exhibited at the
free event, which ran from 12-5 p.m. both days.

Annie Clavel

Ben Jackel with a powerful sculpture

First, credit must be paid to the prodigious effort of all the artists and
organizers. Torrance Art Museum’s team, from Director and Head Curator Max
Presneill to Sue-Na Gay, Assistant Curator; Hope Ezcurra, Registrar; Jason Jenn,
Outreach Specialist; City of Torrance staff including Eve Rappoport, Community
Services Division Manager; Michael Field, Senior Supervisor; and Marcus
Rodriguez, Getty intern. And of course additionally many thanks to the
awesome support team of artists and curators Carl Baratta, Sean Noyce,
Alexandra Wiesenfeld, Beverly Siu, Daniel Wiesenfeld, and Tom Dunn.

Hagop Najarian

And now to the art.

Snezana Saraswati Petrovic’s brilliantly pointed installation was a dazzler.

Luciana Abait gives us the world

Lustrous carved wood snowshoes from Steven Fujimoto
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The spectacular NOMAD art exhibition, which ran the weekend of August 28th and 29th at Del Amo 
Crossroads, a former medical center building in Torrance, was a site-specific series of installations, 
paintings, photography, drawings, mixed media, sculptures, and just plain fun.

There is so much to mention – and so many photographs – that I cannot include them all, but this show 
is a fantastic example of art as a community, as an exciting, vibrant, welcoming, innovative experience. 
Masked and thrilled, artists and attendees enjoyed each others company, introduced new works, riveted 
viewers with performance, and offered pretty much everything that makes up passionate, talented art in 
Los Angeles.

Described as a two-day pop-up event to for artists “designed to reforge our connections to each other and 
our audiences,” over 500 artists exhibited at the free event, which ran from 12-5 p.m. both days.

First, credit must be paid to the prodigious effort of all the artists and organizers. Torrance Art Museum’s 
team, from Director and Head Curator Max Presneill to Sue-Na Gay, Assistant Curator; Hope Ezcurra, 
Registrar; Jason Jenn, Outreach Specialist; City of Torrance staff including Eve Rappoport, Community 
Services Division Manager; Michael Field, Senior Supervisor; and Marcus Rodriguez, Getty intern. And of 
course additionally many thanks to the awesome support team of artists and curators Carl Baratta, Sean 
Noyce, Alexandra Wiesenfeld, Beverly Siu, Daniel Wiesenfeld, and Tom Dunn. 

And now to the art.
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Snezana Saraswati Petrovic’s brilliantly
pointed installation was a dazzler
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Posted on September 14, 2021 by Diversions LA

World traversing installation by Shelly Heffler

The spectacular NOMAD art exhibition, which ran the weekend of August 28th
and 29th at Del Amo Crossroads, a former medical center building in Torrance,
was a site-specific series of installations, paintings, photography, drawings,
mixed media, sculptures, and just plain fun.

There is so much to mention – and so many photographs – that I cannot
include them all, but this show is a fantastic example of art as a community, as
an exciting, vibrant, welcoming, innovative experience. Masked and thrilled,
artists and attendees enjoyed each others company, introduced new works,
riveted viewers with performance, and offered pretty much everything that
makes up passionate, talented art in Los Angeles.

Described as a two-day pop-up event to for artists “designed to reforge our
connections to each other and our audiences,” over 500 artists exhibited at the
free event, which ran from 12-5 p.m. both days.

Annie Clavel

Ben Jackel with a powerful sculpture

First, credit must be paid to the prodigious effort of all the artists and
organizers. Torrance Art Museum’s team, from Director and Head Curator Max
Presneill to Sue-Na Gay, Assistant Curator; Hope Ezcurra, Registrar; Jason Jenn,
Outreach Specialist; City of Torrance staff including Eve Rappoport, Community
Services Division Manager; Michael Field, Senior Supervisor; and Marcus
Rodriguez, Getty intern. And of course additionally many thanks to the
awesome support team of artists and curators Carl Baratta, Sean Noyce,
Alexandra Wiesenfeld, Beverly Siu, Daniel Wiesenfeld, and Tom Dunn.
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And now to the art.

Snezana Saraswati Petrovic’s brilliantly pointed installation was a dazzler.

Luciana Abait gives us the world

Lustrous carved wood snowshoes from Steven Fujimoto
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Luciana Abait gives us the world Among the rich work of Hung Viet Nguyen on display

TAM’s Max Presneill introduces the exhibition
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Connie Lane’s wondrous tribute to the deceased Detail of a wonderfully geometric abstract work by Alison Woods
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Hair sculpture from Kimberly Morris

https://www.diversionsla.com/nomad-traverses-realms/
https://www.diversionsla.com/nomad-traverses-realms/

